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MUNICIPAL LEADERSHIP FOR POSTSECONDARY SUCCESS 

With support from Lumina Foundation for Education, NLC’s Institute for Youth, Education, and Families (YEF Institute) 
recently launched a second two-year initiative to engage cities in efforts to help young adults complete postsecondary 
education.   
 
Since 2010, the Municipal Leadership for Postsecondary Success initiative has stimulated and supported local 
collaborations to increase the rate and shorten the time within which residents finish higher education with a degree, 
certificate, or other credential.  The next phase of this project will focus on strengthening cities’ capacity to achieve 
significantly improved postsecondary completion results in collaboration with school districts, college, universities, and 
other key local partners. 
 
Increase Cities’ Capacity to Reach Postsecondary Success Goals  
In recent years, mayors and other municipal leaders have become increasingly attuned to the relationship between their 
economic development activities and the educational attainment rates of their local workforce.  A growing number of cities 
have launched multi-sector collaborations to increase the proportion of residents who obtain postsecondary degrees and 
credentials.   
 
The second phase of NLC’s Municipal Leadership for Postsecondary Success initiative will help cities consolidate their 
early gains and increase support for mayors who are active in the postsecondary success field.  Through this initiative, the 
YEF Institute will: 

 
 Assist cities in constructively engaging school districts, higher education institutions, businesses, philanthropies, 

and other partners; 
 Highlight city engagement strategies that have been most effective; and 
 Build consensus around key measures for assessing the progress of place-based college completion efforts. 

 
In addition, NLC work closely with five cities (Berkeley, CA, Louisville, KY, Memphis, TN, Salt Lake City, Utah, and 
San Antonio, TX) to provide in-depth technical assistance oriented toward clearly defined results in the Cities Advancing 
Postsecondary Success (CAPS) project. 

NLC will continue to foster peer learning through its Postsecondary Success Action Network (P-SCAN).  This expanded 
network is now made up of 18 members of the Mayors’ Education Policy Advisors Network.  Returning network members 
include Berkeley, CA; Corpus Christi, TX; Las Vegas, NV; Memphis, TN; Nashville, TN; Pasadena, CA; San Antonio, 
TX; and St. Paul, MN.  The network has expanded to include 10 additional cities in 2013.  These cities include: Baltimore, 
MD; Chicago, IL; Denver, CO; Grand Rapids, MI; Houston, TX; Minneapolis. MN; Pittsburgh, PA; Providence, RI; Salt 
Lake City, Utah; and, Washington, D.C. 

Resources for Local Leaders 
Through the first phase of the Municipal Leadership for Postsecondary Success initiative, the YEF Institute has developed 
a series of publications highlighting city strategies to increase local college completion rates.  The series includes three 
municipal action guides on the following topics: 

 Municipal Leadership for Postsecondary Success: Getting Started; 
 Conducting a Scan of Local Efforts to Promote Postsecondary Success; and 
 Using and Sharing to Improve Postsecondary Success. 
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Also with support from Lumina Foundation, NLC commissioned an analysis by Professor Kenneth K. Wong of Brown 
University on the role that mayors are playing to support college access and completion in their cities. 

Support for NLC represents one of many targeted grants to achieve Lumina Foundation’s Big Goal: Increase the higher 
education attainment rate in the United States to 60% by 2025.   While the foundation’s mission focuses on both student 
access and success in higher education, its emphasis is on attainment, defined as completing associate and baccalaureate 
degrees and credentials. 
 
For more information, contact Marjorie Cohen, Senior Associate for Education, at (202) 626-3052 or cohen@nlc.org. 


