
 
 

Top Ten Tips for Legislator Engagement for State Afterschool Networks 

1. Be courteous and cordial with legislators. 
Always call and make an appointment with the legislator. Be understanding if they have to reschedule or leave 
early due to legislative duties, and remain respectful even if you don’t agree on the issue.    

 

2. Do your homework: know about the legislator and the legislature.  
Know about the legislator’s district, their previous or current out-of-session job, personal interests, voting 
history, and committee assignments. Know about the legislative cycle, the budget process, and any special 
circumstances in your state legislature.  
 

3. Be clear about what you’re asking for and why.  
You may have only 15 minutes to connect with your legislator so keep your information clear, concise, and 
pointed.  

 
4. Tailor your message to your audience and connect it to other important policy issues, such as 
STEM, college and career readiness, and the opportunity gap.  
The more you tailor your message to fit the legislator’s interests and policy focus, the more likely they are to 
take interest and utilize your information.  
 

5. Engage your legislators early and often.  
Don’t wait until you need funding to meet with your legislator. Build a relationship and focus on becoming 
partners with legislators.  
 

6. Be a resource.  
Legislators, especially newly elected officials, rely on people like you to educate them and keep them up to 
date on specialized topics. Be willing to be a source of information to them.  
 

7. Connect with the legislator beyond the statehouse.  
Invite legislators to site visits and other program events. This will give you a chance to connect with them in an 
informal setting and give them a chance to see afterschool and expanded learning in practice.   
 

8. Engage the staff.  
Staff are an important part of the legislative process. Treat them as you would a legislator because they often 
have more time to engage with you and advise legislators on policy issues.  

 
9. Be bipartisan.  
By not tying yourself to one party, you can get broad support and show how afterschool and expanded 
learning is in everyone’s best interest. 

 
10. Follow up.  
Always send legislators a thank you for your meeting, but offer other follow up including email updates, 
mailings, and invites.  


